
36 Harrison Street,
Brookl-ine, MA 02L46
December 13, 1985

Mr. Bernard A. 0sher
President
Butterf iela d Butterf ield
1244 Sutter St,reet
San Francisco, California 94109

Dear Mr. Osher:

0n November 30 I went by Childrs Gallery to examine the painting you had sent Lo
them for my study. The painting depicts two black figures outdoors: a girl
Lending a fireplace and a seated man reading a newspaper. Behind them is a
field of hay and a haystack. It is oiL on pane1, 9-5/8 x L2-3/4 inches.

In my opinion it was painted by Bastman Johnson. Not only does the signature
seem aL1 right, but the painting has many of the sLylistic charact.eristics which
I associate with Johnson. It is finely painted, but, not overly fussy. The
colors are fresh, such as the bright red spots representing apples in the
background, the red glow of the fire, and the ye11ow green and dark green of the
fields. Other t,ouches also establish the Johnson authorship: the highLights on
the andirons and on the blade of the hoe, as wel-1 as the glow of the embers in
the fireplace; the soft, feathery qual-ity of the trees and the haystack; the
handling of the folds on the mants shirt, Lrousers, and the girlrs dress; the
slight bluish blush on the mants hands. Also the grainy surface of the painting
is quite characteristic of Johnson.

I examined it under a bLack light, and noted minor restoration here and there,
but it looks basically sound. UnfortunaLel-y, because the painter indicated the
features of the seaLed man with such a light touch, those feaLures have seemed
to disappear. However, one can sti11 make them out. When viewed from a
dist,ance, the painting holds up wel1. The perspect,ive is good as is the
chiaroscuro.

This painting seems t,o be the version that was repro duced as Pre Breakfast
in Antiques 73, No. 3 (March, 1958), p. 223, j.n an advertisement for Knoedler S
Ga11ery. (I have a smal-l picture in my files of the reproduced picture and it
seems to match your photograph in every way.) Dimensions for the Knoedler
picture were 9-L/2 x 72-5/8, which are close enough to Lhe dimensions of your
painting.

Other versions: Back about 1971 I discovered that tnfonrr"on file at the New
York Pub11c Library Art Reference Room cont,ained a reproduction of a Johnson
painting ca11ed Morning on the Farm. T made a sma1l photograph (now in my
files) of the reproduction there, which had no ot,her information other than the
titLe. That painting is clearly different, the most import,ant, difference being
thaL the figures seem to be white people. If so, it would not have been the
first time that Johnson substituted white for black people. There are other
variations as well, particularly in the background.



There is another ent,ry on record of a version of this painting that may be
either your [Knoedler] picture or the one in the New York Public Library file:
John I. H. Baur in his EaStman Johnson, L824-1906: An Ameri-can Genre Painter
(Brooklyn, NY: Brooklyn Museum, 1940) included the following entry in his
General Catalogue:

133. PREPAR]NG BREAKFAST
ort, 9 x. L2-t/2 rN.
Lower right: E. Johnson
OI{NER: WilLiam Macbeth,. Irrc.

Note that i-n your painting the signature is on the lower 1eft, not the right.
It may be that there was a nj.stake in the Baur entry or that his entry and the
NYPL-file painting are one and the same.

Sincerely yours,

bl+!*,
Patricia Hi11s


